oo™ "Donawa, Mana" <Maria DONAWA@s| universalservice org> EB \ ‘\ ?,0\3
Sepcer RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSOR! CHARTER SCHOOL F
Dare  January 24, 2012 8'59.16 PM EST

To “"Paul Le" <erate apps@gmail com> FC O‘\Aa\\ Room

The claim form 1s not from NY State Department of Education. Can you provide the LEA code for the school?

From: Paul Le {mailto:erate.apps@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3:36 PM

To: Donawa, Maria

Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Maria.

{ wili continue to follow up with lim. but 1n the meantime. | would appreciate an cxplanation as to why this latest submisston doesn't suffice
To me. it meets Option 1. and there is also a letter verifying the data.

Option 1 1f the school participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). please provide a signed copy (preferably by the
Principal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent or Director of Food Services) of a Reimbursement Claim Form that the school sends to the
state cach month as part of their participation 1n the program  Make sure that the following three items are identified on the ctaim form

The entity name
The total number of students enrolled at the entity
The total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program for the entity

—nres

2 ifthe school district fills out an aggregate claum form for the school, please provide a signed letter on school letterhead from

a school official (preferably the Superintendent or other chief schoel official) that lists the enroliment and Free/Reduced information
for cach school in the district. The enroliment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should match the

information that appears on the claim form.

On Jan 24, 2012, at 12-54 PM. Donawa. Maria wrole

Paul,

Per our procedures department the documentation 1s not acceptable
Please forward the mformation to the Mr. Heimsworth for vahidation.

Maria Donawa

Associate Manager. PIA

30 Lamden Plaza West | Parsippany. NJ 07054
I 973 581 5081 {F 973.599.6578

wdonaw g b unn ersabsen e oie

----- Onginal Message-----

From Paul Le [malio crate apps g cmanl coml

Sent Tucsday. January 24. 2012 12:32 PM

To Donawa. Mana

Subject Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Mana.

Attached 1s the letter and the meal claim forms for NYC Montessori
Please let me know 1f that resolves the issue.

Also. 1t wasn't clear from your last email whether Brighter Choce
Charter Middle School consorium moved forward at 90% cligibihty. since



you only wrote that both applications were completed Please confirm or
let me know what 1s missing with the documentation

Confidentiality Notice The information in this e-mai! and any attachments thereto 1s intended for the named recipient(s) only  This e-mail.
including any attachments. may contam mformation that is privileged and confidential and subject to legal restricions and penalties regarding
s unauthorized disclosure or other use. 1f you are not the intended recipient, you are hercby noufied that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or the taking of any action or inaction in rehance on the contents of this e-mail and any of its attachments 1s STRICTLY
PROHIBITED If you have recetved this e-matl in crror, please immediately notify the sender via return e-mail. delete this e-mail and all
attachments from your c-mail system and your computer system and network. and destroy any paper copies you may have m your possession
Thank vou for vour cooperation



Recaivad & lispyatad

From Paul Le <erate apps@gmail com> )
Subjez: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL FEB 1 1 2013
Yote  January 28, 2012 4 59 07 PM EST
Te "Donawa, Mana" <Mana DONAWA@s} universalservice.org>

FCC Mall Room

Hi Marna,
Their LEA code 1s 3207 0086 1005
The problem with New York City based public school and charter schools that elect 10 use the city's meal program is that there 1s NO haising directly with the NYSED n

terms of free/reduced lunch  What do you adwvise 1s the best practice (or what is the practice of public or NYC-based schools) to move this forward, because there are
definttely 80% FRPL

P

On Jan 24, 2012, at 8 59 PM, Donawa, Mana wrote

The claim form 1s not from NY State Department of Education. Can you provide the LEA code for the school?

From: Paul Le [mailto erate.apps@gmail com}

Sent: Tuesgay, January 24, 2012 3 36 PM

To: Donawa, Mana

Subject: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSOR! CHARTER SCHOOL

\arta

Fsall conpnue to follos up with i but in the meantime. § would appreciate an explanation as to w by this fatest subimission docsn't sulnie,
tome wmeets Option L and theic s abso g fetter veriving the duta

Option 11 the school paticipates i the Navonal School unch Program (NSEP). please provide a signed copy (preferabiy by the
Prindipal. Vice-Principal. Superintendent or Dircctor of Food Services) of 1 Reimbursentent Claim Form that the ~chool sends i the
state cach month as part of therr patiapanon m the program Make sure tha the followmg thice items are wentitied on the Camn torms

4. ‘The entity name

ho The total number of students envolied at the entin

¢ fhe total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced bunch Program tor the entity
!

S b sehool distnet fills out an ageresate clam form for the school. please provide a signed letter on school fetierhead from a
schoal offictat {preferably the Superintendent or other chief school official) that lists the enrollment and Free/Reduced information

tor each school in the disteict, The enroliment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should mateh the information
that appears on the claim form.

On lan 24 2652 a0 12 34 PN Donavwa, Mdtia wrote

Paut

Perour proceduies depariment the documentation s not aceeptable
Please tonward the imforianon w the M Hemsworth for alidaton

Maria Donawa

Assoctale Manager PIA

S amdey Plaza Wost Parsappans NI 07654
POOTISRE A0R) 1 973 394 6378

mdm\.m R \‘I umversalsery iee oo

----- Chigimal Mossage-----

from Paat o mato grade apps o gmad com|
Sent Fuesday tanuary 24 2012 12 32 pag

o Donana Mang




subicet Re NEW YORK CH Y NMONTESSORFOHARTE R SCHOOE
[ERRNNTER!

Miachoed i the fetior and the mea Camm forms for XYY C Montesson
Ploase ivtme know it that tesolves the issuae

Voot dear frony vour fasi ciand whether Bughier Choee

Charter Mhiddle School consortinn moved tonwand wt 90"« chanling sinee
vou onby wiote that both applhicatons ware completed . Please confirm o
et me rnow what s missing with tie documentation

Confidentiality Notice The mtornmaion m this e-mand and amy attachments thereto s miended tor the named ieapientesr oy s cond
mutudimg gy attachments may contam mtotmation that s puvifeged and confidentual and subject o legal testicnons and penatues
rewardmy s unauthonized discloswe ot other use  Hvou are no the mended reapient vou are hereby notttied that amy disclosire comoe
distitbution or the tahong of anvy action o maction 1w rehance on the coments of tis e-manl and any of s attachmenis s STRIC 1Y
PROVIBITED ffvou have recenved this comatt merror please mmmediately notrfs the sender v return c-inat, doicte the camar and b
atthments from vour comad svstem and sowr computer s semand network, and destioy any paper copres vou may have sy ow
possession Phank vou tor vow coopeiation



Received & inspect
Fiom  Paul Le <erate apps@gmail com>

EB 112013
Subject NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL )
Satc January 28, 2012 5 00 37 PM EST FCC Mail RoO!

c "Winston E Himsworth" <cwhimsworth@e-ratecentral.com>

1 Attachment 2 6 MB

Hi Win,

Hope you are well  This 1s my second request, can you please validate this school's status as a 90% school or let me know what additional
documentation you need to do so? They are a school that opened Fall 2011

Begin forwarded message.

From: Paul Le <erate apps<-gmanl com>

Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHQOL
Date: January 24 2012 12 32 04 PM EST

To: "Donawa Mane' <Mana DONAWR &sl universalservice org>

Hi Matia
Attached 1s the letter and the meal claim forms for NYC Montessonn  Please let me know 1f that resolves the 1ssue

AlSG 1t wasn't clea from your tast email whetner Brnighter Choice Charnter Middie School consortium moved forward at 80°. eligibiity  since vou
only wrote that poth appiications were completed  Piease confirm or let me know what s missing with the documentation

-

¥

NI

Onwan 24 2012 at 1026 AM Donawa Mana wrote
I have not gotten a resnonse from M1 Heimswortn

Maria Donawa

Associate Manage! PlA

30 Landex Plaza West | Parsippany NJ 07054
T Q725815081 1 F 973 588 6578

mgonaw a st ynversalsevice 0ie

~~~~~ Onginal Message-----

~rom Paul Le imalito erate apps@gmar com)

Sent Monday January 23 2012 12 54 PM

Tc Donawa Matia

Supject Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Mania
Win was ¢C ea on the other email so | ust he can vahdate

Intne meanume 'm headed over 10 Montessor today and get the letter
you were looking 1or 11l send that over for your review this evening

ana if tnat doesn't settle the 90% discount eligibiity then maybe we
can try and touch base over the pnone on Wednesday to resoive this

=

OnJdar 23 2072 at 1% 45 AN Donawia Mana wrote
Mr Le,

Both applications have been completed The information to vakdate the
discount for NYC Montessori is not acceptable. If you can have the
NY

| state erate coordinator validate that the document you provided is




acceptabie | will pull the application back  The notification of the
discount modification does not have due date Itisjusta
notficaton

| am avallable today to answer any questions you have

Mana Donawa

Associate Manager, PIA

30 Lanidex Plaza West | Parsippany, NJ 07054
T 973 5815081 | F 973 599.6578

TiI0ONAWE TS UnIve Salservice o1g

----- Onginal Message-----

From Paul Le [mailto erate.apps@gmatl com]
Sent Monday, January 23, 2012 11 13 AM
To Donawa, Mara

Subject Time for a call?

Hi Mana,

Is there a time today or Wednesday that we can schedule a call and
touch base over the phone? It's unclear to me what you need to move
both Bnighter Choice and NYC Montessor forward

P

Confidentiality Notice The information in this e-mail and any

anachmenis there’o '¢ ntenaed for the named 1ecipient(s) only  This

e-ran mcluding any sttachments may contain information that 1s

srivileges ara confidentia’ and subject to legatl restrictions and

penali es regaraing us unauthorized disclosure or other use I you

gre not ing ‘Nlenged recipient you are hereby notified that any

Q:sCI0sUIE CoDVINg aIstnoution of the taking of any action or

maction 1 renance on the contents of this e-mail and any of its

attacnments 1s STRICT .Y PROHIBITED  If you have recaived this e-mail in
erro  please immediately notty the sender via return e-mail delete

i e-mark ana ali attachments from your e-man system and your

COMBUEr SYSiem anc Networr and agstroy any paper copies you may have
1 veur possession Thant vou for your cooperation




Recu’wed & \ﬁ%@ﬁi@d

-rem "Winston £ Himsworth" <whimsworth @e-ratecentral com> FE@ ’\ 1 Z'Q\a
Suttect RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
Date  January 29, 2012 11 18 26 AMEST

"¢ “Donawa, Mana” <MDONAWA@s! universalservice org> FCC Ma“ ROO\'\’\

L. "Paul Le™ <erate apps@gmail.com>

Maria,
NYC Montessori School 1s now listed in the NYSED Child Nutrition System under the NYC Chancellor's Office.

The NSLP information reported for November (106 students — 94 eligible), for example, 1s consistent with the discount information provided to you
separately by the School.

Win Himsworth
E-Rate Central
516-801-7801

From: Paul Le {[mailto:erate.apps@gmaii.com]

Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 5:01 PM

To: Winston E. Himsworth

Subject: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Win.

Hopce vou are well  This 1s my second request: can you please validate this school's status as a 90% school or let me know what addinonal
documentation you need to do 50? They are a school that opened Fall 2011

Begin forwarded message

From: Paul Le <grate apps@gmai.com>
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Date: January 24, 2012 12:32:04 PM EST
To: "Donawa, Maria" <Mana DONAWA®@s| universalservice.org>

I Mana.
Attached 1s the letter and the meal claim forms for NYC Montessorn  Please let me know if that resolves the 1ssuc

Also. it wasn't clear from your last email whether Brighter Choice Charter Middle School consortium moved forward at 90% ehgibiliy . since
vou only wrote that both apphications were completed  Please confirm or let me know what is missing with the documentation



66 & \ﬁwgeﬁd

receW
From: "Donawa, Maria" <Mana DONAWA@sI universalservice org> 0\‘3
Subject: RE NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL EB \ ‘\ ?-
Date: January 29, 2012 11:26 17 AM EST v
To: "Paul Le" <erate apps@gmail com> m
£cC Mall RO
Paul,

The application is already in the wave so will have to file an appeal.

Maria Donawa

Associate Manager, PIA

42 1 anddex Plaza West | Pastopany, RJ 07004
1973581 8081 11 473 BOYBRTY

mdonawa@sl.universalservice.org

From: Paul Le [mailto:erate.apps@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 4:59 PM

To: Donawa, Maria

Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Maria,

Their LEA code is: 3207 0086 1005.

The problem with New York City based public school and charter schools that elect to use the city's meal program is that there is NO liaising
directly with the NYSED in terms of free/reduced lunch. What do you advise is the best practice (or what is the practice of public or NYC-
based schools) to move this forward. because there are definitely 80% FRPL.

P

On Jan 24, 2012, at 8:59 PM, Donawa, Maria wrote:

The claim form is not from NY State Department of Education. Can you provide the LEA code for the school?

From: Paul Le [mailto:erate.apps@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3:36 PM

To: Donawa, Maria
Subject: Re: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Maria.

I will continue to follow up with him. but in the meantime, I would appreciate an explanation as to why this latest submission doesn't suffice.
To me, it meets Option 1, and there is also a letter verifying the data:

Option 1. If the school participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), please provide a signed copy (preferably by the
Principal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent or Director of Food Services) of a Reimbursement Claim Form that the school sends to the
state each month as part of their participation in the program. Make sure that the following three items are identified on the claim form:

The entity name
The total number of students enrolled at the entity
The total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program for the entity

—p e

2. Ifthe school district fills out an aggregate claim form for the school, please provide a signed letter on school letterhead from

a school official (preferably the Superintendent or other chief school official) that lists the enrollment and Free/Reduced information
for each school in the district. The enroliment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should match the

information that appears on the claim form.

On Jan 24, 2012, at 12:54 PM, Donawa, Maria wrote:



Paul.

Per our procedures department the documentation 1s not acceptable
Please forward the information to the Mr Heimsworth for vahidation.

Maria Donawa

Associate Manager. P1A

30 Lantdex Plaza West | Parsippany. NJ 07054
I 9735815081 [F 973 599.6578

mdongwa st unn ersalseryee org

From Paul Le [malio crate apps g omal com|

Sent Tuesday. January 24. 2012 12 32 PM

To Donawa. Mana

Subject Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Mana.

Attached 1s the letter and the meal claim forms for NYC Montesson
Plcase let me know 1f that resolves the 1ssuc

Also. 1t wasn't clear from your last emait whether Brighter Choice

Charter Middle School consortium moved forward at 90% ehgibility. since
vou only wrote that both applications were completed Please confirm or
let me know what 1s missing with the documentation

Confidenuality Nouce The iformation i this c-mail and any attachments thereto s intended for the named recipient(s) only - This e-mail.
including any attachments. may contain information that 1s privileged and confidential and subject to legal restrictions and penalties regardmg
its unauthonized disclosure or other use  1f you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure. copyng.
distributton. or the taking of any acuon or maction n reliance on the contents of this e-mail and any of 1ts atachments 1s STRICTLY
PROHIBITED If vou have received this e-mail in error. please immediately notify the sender via return e-mail. defete this e-manl and all
attachments from vour e-mail system and vour computer system and network. and destroy any paper copies you may have 1 vour possesston
Thank vou for \our cooperation,



Regeived & inspasted
Paui Le <erate.apps@gmail.com> FEB 1 1 2613

Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
January 29, 2012 12 13.24 PM EST

"Donawa, Maria" <Mana.DONAWA@sl.universalservice.org> FCO Ma“ Room

"Winston E. Himswornth” <whimsworth@e-ratecentral.com>

Hi Mana,
Thal's rather unfarr, especially since the data and documentation provided to you showed no evidence that the schoot was NOT eligible at 90% (but rather, the reverse),
we were waiting on Mr. Himsworth to validate the data, there was a deadline of 1/31/12 to submit additional documentation, and you stated in your own emails that "if you

can have the NY state erate coordinator validate that the document you provided 1s acceptable | wilt pull the application back. The notification of the discount modification
does not have due date. it is just a notification.”

To that end, I'm requesting that the application be puiled so that it can be moved forward and funded at 30% and not put at the bottom of the piie at 20%. If that won't be
done, | will escalate the matter.

P
On Jan 29, 2012, at 11 26 AM, Donawa, Mana wrote.

Paut,

The application is already 1in the wave so will have to file an appeat

Marta Donawa
Associate Manager, PIA

mdonawa@st universalservice org

From: Paul Le imailto erate apps@gmatl com]

Sent: Saturday, January 28, 2012 4 53 PM

To: Donewa, Maria

Subject: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

Hi M
Phon LE v code v 3207 0086 HOOS
The problem with New Yok City based pubhic school and charter schools that cleet to use the city's meal progrant s that thore is NO raane

docaty with the NY SED mterms of Bree reduced tunch What do you adyise is the best practice (or what is the practice of pubbic or N Y (
based schooisy 1o move this forward, because there are defintely 80%0 1 RPEL

B!

On lan 24 2002 a0 8 39 PV Donaw.t Mana wiote

The claim form s not from NY State Department of Education  Can you provide the LEA code for the school?

From: Paul Le i r .

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2012 3 36 PM

To: Donawa, Matia

Subject: Re NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL

AYRION

Pwal continue o follow up with tum but i the meantmce [ would appreciate an explanation as 1o why this Latest subsuisston doesn o
To me. e mecds Option Loand there s abso a tetter venifving the datd

Option |1 the schoed particpates i the National School Tanch Program (NSIP) please provide a signed copy (preferably by the
Principal, Vice-Principal, Superintendent or Dircctor of Food Services) of a Reimbursement Claim Form that the school sends o me
state cach month as part of then partiapation in the program Make sure that the tollow g three tems are wdentified on the Gamm toom

. Phe entity name



b, 1he total number of students enrolied at the eatity
¢ The total number of students eligible for participation in the Free or Reduced Lunch Program for the entits

S Hhe school distict hlls out an aggregate clam form fos the school, please provide a signed letter on school letterhead trom a

school ofticial (preterably the Superintendent or other chiet school otficial) that lists the enrollment and Free/Reduced mformanion
for each school in the district. Vhe enrollment and Free/Reduced information provided in your letter should mateh the informatias
that appears on the claim form.

On fan 24 2012, a0 12 34 PML Donawa, Martna wrote

Paul

Per owr procedues department the docunientation is not aceeptable
Please Torward the mtormation 1o the M Hemisworth for s ahdation

Marta Donawa

Assocrate Manager. PIA

3O D amsdey Plaza West Parsippany, NTOT7054
P O73 SR SORE H 97 899 617K

1 giou.n\ ala sl ugly g;;ql\gg\ IS, OLY

-~ -Ongimal Message-----

Prom Paul | ¢ [malto.crate appseegmail com

St Taesday Tanuy 24,2012 12 32 M

to Donawa, Mana

Subpect Re NEW YORK CHY MONTESSORFCHARTER SCHOOL

Hi Aot

Attashed s the fetter and the mcal Wdamm forms for NYC Montessort
Pledase Tet me know H that resohves the issue

Aso it wastdear from you last emaid whether Buighter Chaice

Charter Maddle Schiool consortium moved forward at 90% chgrbility, simee
vau only wrote that both apphcations were completed . Please contirm o
letme hnow what s mussme with the docamentation

Confidenuality Nouce the mformation m this c-marl and any attachments thereto s mitended tor the mamed reaiprentis) onhy o His ool
mcluding any attachments, may contam mformanon that s privileged and contidential and subject 1o fegal restictions and penabtnes
regardmg s unanthonized disclosuie o othet use 1 you are not the mtended 1eciprent, vou are hereby notfied that any disclosaie COpPAT L
distibution. or the tahang o any action ot maction m rehance on the contents of this c-manl and any of s attachments 15 STRIC T Y
PROHIBITEDY 1 you have recened s c-mand m crron, please immicdiatehy notdy the sender viaseturn camand delote this o mast and o
aitachments from sour comal systentand yowr computer system and network, and destros any paper copies yvou may have i vow
pussassion Thank sou tor your cooperation



aew york cily

TSI AL IS I I Received & Inspeeted
charter school FEB 112013
21 November 2012 FCC Mail Room
Via Fax
Letter of Appeal

Schools and Libraries Division — Correspondence Unit
30 Lanidex Plaza West

P.O. Box 685

Parsippany, NJ 07054-0685

Re: Appeal of Form 486 Application 919230

Dear Sir or Madam:

New York City Montessori Charter School, with Billed Entity Number 16061735,
submits this appeal of its determination on its Form 486.

We respectfully request that USAC revert the service start date of the associated Form
486 Application Number 919230 from 2 May 2012 to 1 July 2011. The school
successfully appealed a denial of funds

and per

It then received a Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter on June 22, 2012 and
then filed its Form 486 within the 120 day timeframe from that letter.

The summary tables and exhibits below provide the required information necessary for
this appeal.

If you have any additional questions or require more documentation concerning our
applications, the best point of contact is our E-rate consultant, Paul Le, whose contact
information is also posted below.

Sincerely;

Pauf'Le
Consultant

Attachments: Contact Information
Appeal Information and Explanation
Exhibits A-H

New York City Montessori Charter School
416 Willis Avenue
Bronx, New York 10454



new yo'k cily 7
YIONfes SO
charter school

Required Elements for Appeal

Contact Information
Appellant/Organization Name New York City Montessori Charter School
Billed Entity Number 16061735
Contact Person Name Paul Le
Contact Mailing Address 342 East 119" St., Suite 3A

New York, NY 10035

Contact Phone Number 347.772.8553
Contact Email Address (preferred) | crate/wicharterschoolincubator.org

Appeal Information and Explanation

Funding 2011
Year

Application | Form 486 Application Number 919230, dated 2 October 2012

Number

Funding Based on Form 471 Number 816793
;equgst 2220999 — Verizon Wireless (143000677)
an“d'“sgjice 2221020 - Broadview Networks Holdings, Inc. (143008617)

Providers 2221036 — Cablevision Systems Corporation (143007246)
(SPIN) 2221175 — Verizon Wireless (143000677)

Appeal The Form 486 incorrectly provided a service start date of 2 May 2012, as
Reason opposed to the July 1, 2011 service start date. The letter cites a 120-day
deadline, but USAC issued a revised FCDL for reversing denied funds based
on an appeal. USAC did not provide any information in two separate
communications made to USAC and the Administrator on appeal, as to
whether the school should submit its Form 486 based upon its original or to
wait for the revised FCDL.

gequeswd Reset the service start date to July 1, 2011 for all above associated FRNs.
utcome

Appeal | Background: The revised FCDL was the product of an appeal of an error by
Explanation | (ySAC, where the PIA reviewer attempting to validate the school’s NSLP
data and discount eligibility of 90% did not wait for the state’s E-rate
Coordinator to validate the school’s NSLP data. Instead, she funded the
school’s Form 471 at 20%, which, to a first year school participating in the
E-rate program, a denial of 70% of eligible funds. See Exhibit B.

The school requests that its Service Start Date be reinstated to July 1, 2011,

New York City Montessori Charter School
416 Willis Avenue
Bronx. New York 10454



The following factors support this appeal:

1. The school filed a timely Form 486 based on the revised FCDL dated
22 June 2012. The school filed the Form 486 on 30 August 2012, well
within the 120 day deadline under that letter. Because of the factors
explained in points 2 and 3, the school felt compelled to wait until the
issuance of an RFCDL per its interpretation of the Administrator’s Decision
on appeal.

2. The school sought and did not receive any information from USAC as
to whether to submit the Form 486 within the original or the revised
Funding Commitment Decision Letter.

The school received the Administrator’s appeal decision via mail on 29 May
2012, one day before the Form 486 filing window deadline based on the
original FCDL. That letter, Exhibit C, approved the school’s request to fund
the associated FRN’s at 90%.

The language of the letter was unclear as to whether the school needed to file
the Form 486 within the window of the original FCDL, or wait until
receiving an RFCDL. The letter states that “If the original FCDL approved
funding in part for the services covered by this appeal, the 120 deadline for
filing Forms 486 is determined based on the data of the original FCDL that
approved funding for the request(s). However, if the original FCDL denied
funding for the services covered by this appeal, Forms 486 cannot be filed
until you have received your RFCDL.”

The language above is unclear. The FCDL in Exhibit A both approved and
denied funding for the school. It approved 20% of the funding but denied the
larger 70%. The letter is also unequivocal in stating that Forms 486 cannot
be filed until an RFCDL is received where funds were denied.

Within eight hours of receiving the appeal decision, Paul Le, the school’s E-
rate consultant made two separate communications both USAC and the
administrator who reviewed the school’s appeal, to seek clarification: should
the school should submit its Form 486 based upon its original or to wait for
the revised FCDL?

Neither USAC nor the Administrator provided any information, so the school
opted to wait to receive the RFCDIL.. Mr. Le called the USAC Help Line on
29 May 2012 to seek further clarification. See Exhibit D. Mr. Le relayed
the facts and deadlines and sought guidance as to when the Form 486 should
be filed. Anthony, the USAC representative could only say colloquially that
“it depends on what the letter says.”

Not receiving clear guidance from the USAC Help Line, Mr. Le then
contacted by email Tim Curtin, the Administrator who reviewed the appeal.
See Exhibit E. In that email, the school specifically requested whether or

3

New York City Montessori Charter School
416 Willis Avenue
Bronx, New York 10454




not to file the Form 486 within the original FCDL window or to wait until
the revised FCDL was issued. Mr. Curtin never responded.

Without any information from USAC, the school had to choose between
presuming that filing a Form 486 prematurely that might result in funding at
the 20% discount level, being denied entirely for not complying with the
Administrator’s letter on denied funding, or waiting until receiving a revised
FCDL. Given the risk, the school chose to wait, and now appeals USAC’s
start date determination.

3. The need for a revised FCDL arose from USAC’s own errors.

The revised FCDL was required mainly because the P1A reviewer did not
wait to receive validation of the school’s NSLP data from New York State’s
E-rate Coordinator and then submitted an FCDIL. which denied the school
70% of the 90% discount eligibility. See Exhibit B. This error set into
motion a lengthy appeal, which then lasted beyond the 120 Day window of
this same FCDL.

Conclusion

The school should not be penalized on its Form 486 when the PIA reviewer
refused to wait until the PIA deadline to deny 70% of priority funds to the
school, which led to the appeal in the first place. Following that, USAC
representatives either never responded to a request for clarity on whether to
file the Form 486 before the 120-Day deadline on its original or revised
FCDL. Any guidance by USAC on either account would have been
sufficient for the school to submit a Form 486 within the original FCDL s
window, if that was in fact a program requirement.

Table of Exhibits

Exhibit Importance

31 January 2012

Original Funding
Commitment Decision
Letter

This letter was funded incorrectly from the outset at a 20%
discount eligibility because the PIA reviewer did not wait
for the state’s E-rate Coordinator to validate the school’s
NSILP data. In the appeal submitted on 30 March 2012,
2011, the deadline, but the reviewer placed the Form 471
into the wave before the deadline for the school to submit
and have its data validated by the state’s E-rate
Coordinator.

Because of the length of this appeal documentation and that
it is already within USAC’s possession, only the appeal
letter 1s provided as an exhibit.

30 March 2012

School’s Appeal to
USAC of 20%

See Exhibit A.
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discount eligibility

23 May 2012

USAC
Administrator’s
Decision on Appeal to
BEN

The letter was received by Mr. Le on 29 May 2012, even
though it was dated 23 May 2012. This left the school with
only 1 day to submit a Form 486. 1t did not make clear
whether the school needed to submit a Form 486. The
FCDL may constitute a denial of 70% of the requested
90% discount eligibility, as requested. The letter states that
“if the original FCDL denied funding for the services
covered by this appeal, Forms 486 cannot be filed until you
have received your RFCDL.,” the school was concerned
about prematurely submitting the Form 486 and risk being
funded at the erroneous discount eligibility.

Moreover, the reason the appeal was the result of an
erroneous discount calculation, as discussed above.

29 May 2012
Call Log printout

Record of call placed to USAC requesting clarification on
Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter.

30 May 2012

Email to Tim Curtin at
USAC requesting
clarification

The school sought clarification by the reviewer of the
appeal two days before the deadline to file a Form 486
within the 120 Day window of the original FCDL.

22 June 2012

Revised Funding
Commitment Decision
Letter

The RFCDL. set a 120 day window to submit a Form 486
of which the deadline would be 20 October 2012

30 August 2012
Form 486

This Form 486 was submitted within the 120 day
timeframe of the revised FCDL. The Form 486 and
Electronic Certification are two separate documents.

2 October 2012

Form 486 Notification
Letter

This is the basis of this written appeal.

New York City Montessori Charter School

416 Willis Avenue
Bronx, New York 10454
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USAC oomren

Univeesal Servic o Aebmmnstrasve Campamn Schools and Libraries Division

FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER
(Funding Year 2011: 07/01/2011 - 06/30/2012)

January 31, 2012

Paul Le

NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
342 East 119th St., Suite 3A

New York, NY 10035

Re: Form 471 Application Number: 816793
Billed Entity Number (BEH&: 16061735
Billed Entity ECC RN: 0020704581
Applicant's Form Identifier: 2011-Montessori-Priorityl

Thank you for your Funding Year 2011 application for Universal Service Support and for
any assistance Kou provided throughout our review. The current status of the funding
request(s) in the Form 471 application cited above and featured in the Funding Commitment
Report(s) (Report) at the end of this letter 1s as follows.

- The amount, $3,760.80 is "Approved."

Please refer to the Report following this letter for specific funding request

decisions and explanations. The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) 1s also
sending this information to your service provider(s) so preparations can begin tor
implementing your approved discount(s) after you file FCC Form 486, Receipt of Service
Confirmationferm. A guide that provides a defainition for cach 2ine cf the Report

is avallable in the Reference Area of our website.

NEXT STEPS

- Work with {our service provider to determine 1f you will receive discounted bills or
if you will request reimbursement from USAC after paying your bills in full

Review technology planning approval requirements

Review CIPA requirements

File Form 486

Invoice USAC using the Form 474 (service provider) or Form 472 (Billed Entity
applicant) - as products and services are being delivered and billed

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION:

You have the option of filing an appeal with the SLD or directly with the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC).

If you wish to appeal a decision in this letter to USAC, {our appeal must be received
by USAC or postmarked within 60 days of the date of this letter. Failure to meet this
requarement will result 1n automatic dismissal of your appeal. In your letter of appeal:

1. Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and (if available) email
address for the person who can most readily discuss this appeal with us.

2. State outraght that your letter i1s an appeal. Include the following to i1dentify the
letter and the decision you are appealing:

- Appellant name,

Applicant name and service provider name, 1f different from appellant,
Applicant BEN and Service Provider ldentificationlumber (SPIN),

Form 471 Application Number 816793 as assigned by USAC,

"Funding Commitment Decision Letter for Funding Year 2011,' AND

The exact text or the decision that you are appealing.

[ 2N T I R
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3. Please keep your letter to the poaint, and provide documentation to support your

appeal. Be sure to keep a copy of your entire appeal, including any correspondence
and documentation.

4. If you are the applicant, please provide a copy of your appeal to the service
provider(s) affected by USAC's decision. If you are the service provider, please
provide a copy of your appeal to the applicant(s) affected by USAC's decision.

5. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal.

To submit your appeal to USAC by email, email your appeal to

appeals@sl.universalservice.org. USAC will automaticallyreply to incoming emails
to confirm receipt.

To submit your appeal to USAC by fax, fax your appeal to (973) 599-6542.
To submit your appeal to USAC on paper, send your appeal to:

Letter of Appeal

Schools and Libraries Division - CorrespondenceUnit
30 Lanidex Plaza West

PO Box €85

Parsippany, NJ 07054-0685%

If you wish to appeal a decision in this letter to the FCC, you should refer to

CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your apfeal nust
be received by the FCC or postmarked virthin 60 days of the date of this letter.
Failure to meet this requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal.
We strongly recommend that you use the electronic filing options described in the
"Agpeals Procedure' posted in the Reference Area of our website. If you are
submitting your agpeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of
the Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.

OBLIGATION TO PAY NON-DISCOUNT PORTION

Applicants are reguired to pay the non-discount portion of the cost of the products
and{or services to thear service provider(s). Service providers are required to
bill applicants for the non-discount portion. The ECC stated that requiring
applicants to pay their share ensures efficiency and accountabilityin the program.
If USAC 1s being billed via the FCC Form 474, the service provider must bill the

ag licant at the same time 1t bills USAC. If USAC is being billed via the FCC Form
472, the applicant pays the service provider in full (the non-discount plus
discount portion) and then seeks reimbursement from USAC. If you are using a

trade-in as part of your non-discount portion, please refer to our website for more
information.

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY

Applicants' receipt of funding commitments 1s contingent on their compliance with all
statutory, regulatory, and procedural requirements of the Schools and Libraries Progran.
Apglicants who have received funding commitments continue to be subject to audits and
other reviews that USAC and/or the FCC may undertake periodically to assure that funds
that have been committed are being used in accordance with all such requirements. USAC
may be required to reduce or cancel funding commitments that were not issued in
accordance with such requirements, whether due to action or inaction, including but not
limited to that by USAC, the applicant, or the service provider. USAC, and other
appropriate authorities (including but not limited to the FCC), may pursue enforcement
actions and other means of recourse to collect improperly disbursed funds. The taiming
of payment of invoices may also be affected by the availability of funds based on the
amount of funds collected from contributing telecommunicationscompanies.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 2 of © 01/31/2012
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
BEN: 16061735
Funding Year: 2011

Comment on RAL corrections: The site-specific discount percentage was reduced to a
level that could be validated based on third party data.

Form 471 Application Number: 816793

Funding Request Number: 2220999

Funding Status: Funded

Category of Service: TelecommunicationsService

Form 470 Application Number: 280360000878363

SPIN: 143000677

Service Provider Name: Verizon Wireless

Contract Number: MTM

Billin% Account Number: N/A

Multiple Billing Account Numbers: N

Servace Start Date: 07/01/2011

Service End Date: 06/30/2012

Contract Award Date: N/

Contract ExpirationDate: N/A

Site Identifier: 16061735

Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12

Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $10,164.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurringCharges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $10,164.00

Discount Percentage Approved bg the USAC: 20%

Funding Commitment Decision: $2,032.80 - FRN aggroved; modified by SLD
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: MR1: e site-specificdiscount percentage
was reduced to a level that could be validated based on third party data.

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012

Wave Number: 032

Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurraing Services: 09/30/2012
Consultant Name: Paul Le

Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863

Consultant Employer: aul Le

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 3 of 6 0173172012



FUNDING COMMITHMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
BEN: 16061735
Funding Year: 2011

Comment on RAL corrections: The site-specificdiscount percentage was reduced to a
level that could be validated based on third party data.

Form 471 Application Number: 816793

Funding Request Number: 2221020

Funding Status: Funded

Category of Service: TelecommunicationsService

Form 470 Application Number: 280360000878363

SPIN: 143008617

Service Provider Name: Broadview Networks Holdings, Inc

Contract Number: N/A

Birlling Account Number: N/A

Multiple Bi1lling Account Numbers: N

Service Start Date: 07/01/2011

Service End Date: N/A

Contract Award Date: 03/22/2011

Contract ExpairationDate: 06/30/2013

Site Identifier: 16061735

Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $2,544.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurringCharges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $2,544.00

Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20%

Funding Commitment Decision: $508.80 - FRN approved; modified by SLD
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: MR1:The site-specificdiscount percentage
was reduced to a level that could be validated based on third party data.

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012
Wave Number: 032

Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2012
Consultant Name: Paul Le

Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863
Consultant Employer: Paul Le

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Davision/USAC Page 4 of 6 01/31/2012
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
BEN: 16061735
Funding Year: 2011

Comment on RAL corrections: The site-specific discount percentage was reduced to a
level that could be validated based on third party data.

Form 471 Application Number: 816793

Funding Request Number: 2221036

Funding Status: Funded

Category of Service: Internet Access

Form 47 Apglicat.lon Number : 280360000878363

SPIN: 143007246

Service Provider Name: Cablevision Systems Corporation (Education Dept)
Contract Number: MTH

Billmg Account Number: N/A

Multiple Billing Account Numbers: N

Service Start Date: 07/01/2011

Service End Date: 06/30/2012

Contract Award Date: N/

Contract ExpirationDate: N/A

Site Identifier: 16061735

Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12

Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $1,320.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $300.00
Pre-discount Amount: $1,620,00

Discount Percentage Approved bg the USAC: 20%

Funding Commitment Decision: $324.00 - FRN approved; modified by SLD
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: MR1: The site-specificdiscount percentage
was reduced to a level that could be validated based on third party data.

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012
Wave Number: 032

Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2012
Consultant Name: Paul Le

Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863
Consultant Employer: Paul Le

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 5 of 6 01/31/2012
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: NEW YORK CITY MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL
BEN: 16061735
Funding Year: 2011

Comment on RAL corrections: The site-specific discount percentage was reduced to a
level that could be validated based on third party data.

Form 471 Application Number: 816793

Funding Request Number: 2221175

Funding Status: Funded

Category of Service: Internet Access

Form 470 Application Number: 280360000878363

SPIN: 143000677

Servace Provider Name: Verizon Wireless

Contract Number: MTM

Blllmg Account Number: N/A

Multiple Balling Account Numbers: N

Service Start Date: 07/01/2011

Service End Date: 06/30/2012

Contract Award Date: N/

Contract Expiration Date: N/A

Site Identifier: 16061735

Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $4,476.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurringCharges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $4,476.00

Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: 20%

Funding Commitment Decision: $895.20 - FRN approved; modified by SLD
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: MR1: The site-specific discount percentage
was reduced to a level that could be validated based on third party data.

FCDL Date: 01/31/2012

Wave Number: 032

Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2012
Consultant Name: Paul Le

Consultant Number (CRN): 16063863

Consultant Employer: Paul Le

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 6 of 6 01/31/2012
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Required Elements for Appeal

Contact Information

Appellant/Organization Name New York City Montessori Charter School
Billed Entity Number 16061735
Contact Person Name Paul Le
Contact Mailing Address 342 East 119" St., Suite 3A
New York, NY 10035
Contact Phone Number 347.772.8553
Contact Email Address (preferred) | crate.apps/wgmail.com

Appeal Information and Explanation

Funding | 2011
Year

Applicati | Form 471 816793

on
Number
Funding | 2220999 — Verizon Wireless (143000677)

Ei?w:tztrs 2221020 — Broadview Networks Holdings, Inc. (143008617)
and 2221036 — Cablevision Systems Corporation (143007246)

Service | 2221175 — Verizon Wireless (143000677)

Providers
(SPIN)

Appeal FCDIL. Date January 31, 2012 incorrectly funded FRNs at 20% when they
Reason | should be funded at 90%
Requeste | Reinstate the requested discount percentage to 90%.

d

Outcome

Appeal The school requests that the discount percentage be reinstated to the original
S‘:p'a"a“ 90% because the New York State Education Department’s appointed E-rate

Coordinator confirmed the school’s cligibility at 90% and the school has
submitted documentation supporting that finding.

Background

The Program Integrity Assurance review was conducted by USAC Associate
Manager Maria Donawa. It began on October 20, 2011 with Ms. Donawa’s
first request for information under PIA. See Exhibits A and B. The school. as
represented by Mr. Paul e, the school’s consultant under Letter of Agency
dated December 3, 2010, submitted their response to Ms. Donawa's request.

New York City Montessori Charter School
416 Willis Avenue
Bronx, New York 10454



See Exhibits C, D and E.

Argument for Appeal

The basis for the appeal can be seen in the rest of the communications between
Ms. Donawa and NYCMCS in Exhibits E through 7. Ms. Donawa rejected all
of the school’s documentation of tree and reduced price lunch eligibility,
despite information and evidence showing that a New York state chartered.
New York City-based public charter school using the New York City
Department of Education’s (NYCDOE) food service is 1) not allowed to use
free/reduced lunch forms from the state because 2) the NYCDOE free/reduced
lunch forms act as New York State’s official documentation and 3) in New
York City, the school must also accept poverty determinations from other city
agencies like the New York City Department of Human Resources
Administration. All of that information is recorded into a central New York
City schools database and in effect 1s the most accurate, verified report of
students participating in the NSLP. as shown in Exhibits D. E, K. Q, R and V.

Despite those rejections, Ms. Donawa did request that NYCMCS validate its
data with the State’s E-rate Coordinator, Win Himsworth. See Exhibit A.
However, in a span of three days, Ms. Donawa gave NYCMCS unclear
deadlines to provide this validation: until January 31, 2012 (Exhibits G/H) and
then no deadline at all (Exhibits 1. ] and M) to provide the documentation
needed to move the Form 471 Application to funding stage.

Operating under the assumption that the school had at least until January 31.
2012 to provide the requested validation from Mr. Himsworth. NYCMCS
made those requests for validation on at least three occasions on January 20,
23.and 28.2012. See Exhibits K, O and W. As shown in Exhibit X. he then
responded to verity the same data than what NYCMCS provided originally on
November 4, 2011 (Exhibits D/E) and again, in supplemental form on January
24. 2012 (Exhibits Q/R).

Despite providing a deadline of at least January 31. 2012, Ms. Donawa pushed
before January 29, 2012 NYCMCS's Priority | application into Wave 32.
funding the school’s application at 20%. and then stated that the school should
appeal (See Exhibit Y), even though it had provided documentation and
validation all along, and well within deadline, of its status as a school with a
free/reduced price lunch population above 75%.

To this end, NYCMCS respectiully requests that the Form 471 Application
Number 816793, representing FRN #s 2220999, 2221020, 2221036. and
2221175 be funded at 90%. not 20%.

Point 1. The school received confirmation from New York State’s E-rate
Coordinator that the school met the requirements for a 90% discount
before USAC’s deadline to submit documentation.

3
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In the below chronology of cmail communications and as attached in the table
of exhibits, New York City Montessori Charter School (hereinafter NYCMCS)
submitted documentation and validation that the schools free/reduced price
lunch population was above 75% before USAC's PIA deadline of January 31.
2012. We submit that this alone should allow the FCDL. to be reissued at 90%.

Explanation

In an email dated January 16, 2012, below as Exhibits G and H, Ms. Donawa
attached a letter providing a deadline of January 31, 2012. In another email
that same day, Ms. Donawa for the first time stated that NYCMCS can have
the state E-rate Coordinator validate the NSLP documentation that the school
provided. See Exhibit F.

Three days later on January 19, betore NYCMCS could respond with
additional documentation, Ms. Donawa sent a determination letter (Exhibits |
and J) of a 20% discount eligibility. In response to Mr. Le’s email requesting a
call for clarification (Exhibit M), she stated that same day that there was no
deadline to provide updated information at all. In her words, = If you can have
the NY state erate coordinator validate that the document you provided is
acceptable 1 will pull the application back. The notitication of the discount
modification does not have due date.”” See Exhibit N. The understanding then,
1s that NYCMCS had at least until January 31, 2012 to supply Ms. Donawa
with either documentation acceptable to her or the validation from the state E-
rate Coordinator.

On January 20, 2012, in response to Ms. Donawa’s determination letter. Mr.
Le had done both. He responded by challenging the determination and also
requesting that the E-rate Coordinator validate the documentation provided.
See Exhibit K and E.  Mr. Le then sent two additional requests for validation
on January 23 (Exhibit O) and 28 (Exhibit W), and also informed Ms. Donawa
on January 20 (Exhibit K. via carbon copy). January 23 (Exhibit N), and
January 24 (Exhibit T) that he had done so. Ms. Donawa, even though she had
the Coordinator’'s email address herself (Exhibit A), could not even wait 24
hours for a response from Mr. Himsworth (see Exhibit P). even though there
were seven days left for him to respond.

NYCMCS then again produced on January 24 other meal claim forms that it
uses to secure reimbursement for students eligible for free/reduced price lunch.
See Exhibits Q and R.

Despite the request for validation, Ms. Donawa submitted the school’s Form
471 for a FCDIL. in Wave 32 no later than January 29, 2012 before providing
the State’s k-rate Coordinator the opportunity to respond by her posted
deadline of January 31, 2012.

Conclusion
NYCMCS submitted all required information on time. and submitted the
requested validation from Mr. Himsworth before the January 31, 2012
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deadline. Moreover. none of the documentation that the school provided ever
contradicted a discount eligibility determination of 90%. To that end. the
school requests that the FCDL dated January 31, 2012 be adjusted accordingly
to 90% for all associated FRNs

Point I1. The school provided valid documentation of a 90% discount
eligibility, given local and state constraints on charter schools authorized
by the state, but operating in New York City.

Background

Ms. Donawa rejected all of the school’s documentation supporting a 90%
discount eligibility and was not flexible to understand the complicated nature
of a New York City-based public charter school authorized by New York State
to provide documentation of its eligibility. The documentation meets FCC and
USAC requirements to determine eligibility.

Explanation

To determine eligibility at the time of posting its Form 471. the school posted
accurately that it had no students but did quality at 90%. Per New York State
Law, as seen here at http:/vwww.pl 2 nysed.gov/psc/article 56 .html under
§2854(2)(b), a charter school “shall enroll each eligible student who submits a
timely application by the first day of April each year, unless the number of
applications exceeds the capacity of the grade level or building.”™ This
deadline is always «fier the Form 471 deadline. As such. until such time as the
school opens and can provide uctual NSLP eligibility of its enrolled students.
the only way for any New York state charter school to provide information on
upcoming enrollment is to collect data from existing sources, as described in
http://usac.org/sl/applicants/stepO3/altiernative-discount-mechanisms.asp.

As explained in Exhibit K. NYCMCS did just that. It relied on the School
Demographics and Accountability Snapshot for Community District 7 that is
provided by the New York City Department of Education. That snapshot
tallies the actual number of all students in each school of that district, and
reports such data as their NSLP eligibility as collected by the NSLP tform that
the New York City Department of Education requires that schools participating
in the Department’s lunch program administer each year in September. To that
end, NYCMCS tallied the number of prospective K and 1 students and their
actual NSLP eligibility and made a determination of at least 75% of its
students werc eligible.

Once the school has opened, if a charter school utilizes the New York City
Department of Iducation Food Service (as seen on page 4 of http.//vwww . opt-
osins.org/osins/meals/Meall-ligibihity /201 1-

2012%201.15t%2001%20C harter%20Schools®20in% 20 DO % 20 oodservice
%20Program.pdf). it is required to use the Department’s NSLP application.
found here: http://www . opt-ostns.org/ostns/Mealsapp/torms reduced aspa.
That application is processed by the Department and not by the school. and
those forms are scanned and retained at Department offices, as illustrated here
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http://www.opt-ostns ore/ostns/meals/detault.aspy and here: http:/syww.opt-
ostns.org/osins/Mcealsapp/ApplicationScanning/201 1 -

201 HnstructionstoSubmitApplicationstorScanning . pdt. To determine every
student’s eligibility, all New York City schools (public and charter) must log
onto a database called Automate The Schools (ATS). ATS coordinates data
among all of the city’s agencies, including Department of Health, Department
of Homeless Services, and the Human Resources Administration (Medicaid,
TANF, Food Stamp eligibility), and reports it for accountability to the state
level. Please see page 29-30 of the attached manual here:

hup:/Amww.pl 2 nysed.gov/sedear/archived/0708documentation/UscersManual d
oc or page 7 of the report guide here:

hitp://www.pl 2 nysed.gov/irs/level2reports/SIRS 310 201011 -
AnnlRegentsCompeteney . 2RP I pdf. Both guides illustrate that demographic
data, which is used for state reports is generated from city collection sources
that post in ATS.

Given these constraints, NYCMCS provided in Exhibit E a redacted printout of
its ATS report showing which students qualified for NSLP from the survey
forms (code 1 and 2). That report also includes students coded as “A™ or who
are automatically eligible for NSL.P based on income eligibility guidelines that
the state has established under Medicaid or food stamp eligibility.

Furthermore, NYCMCS provided to Ms. Donawa in Exhibit R meal claim
forms providing data of the same proportion of students qualifying tor NSLP.

As such, unlike other schools in other states or even public schools outside of’
New York City, city-based charter schools and public schools like NYCMCS
using NYCDOE Food Services are listed as schools under the NYC
Chancellor's Office when reporting meal claim reimbursements at the state
level. See Exhibit X, where Mr. Himsworth verifies this fact. They will never
have NSLP survey forms and will never have NSLP meal claim
reimbursement forms with New York State Department of Education on the
letterhead because the NYCDOE acts as a proxy for all schools receiving its
services.

Conclusion

Whether during at the time of application for the Form 471 or during Program
Integrity Assurance, NYCMCS provided the requisite documentation to
determine its discount eligibility. Given the constraints of New York State
regulations and New York City administration for public and charter schools
using New York City Department of Education food services. NYCMCS
provided the actual numbers of NSLP eligible students on its roster. and that
number was above 75%. This documentation was then validated by the State’s
E=-rate Coordinator well within the timeframes set by Ms. Donawa. %. To that
end. the school requests that the FCDI. dated January 31, 2012 be adjusted
accordingly to 90% for all associated FRNs
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Table of Exhibits

Exhibit Importance
10 October 2011 First P1A for discount eligibility; deadline of 4 November
Donawa Email to Le 2011 given
10 October 2011 First PIA for discount eligibility; Exhibit encloses the letter

Donawa Email
Attachment to Le

attachment to above Exhibit A

3 December 2010
Letter of Agency

Signed letter of agency by School Principal directing Paul
Le 1o coordinate E-rate application on NYCMCS's behalf

4 November 2011

Response email to P1A, Exhibit A

4 November 2011

Attachment to Exhibit D: it encloses the school’s
explanation for its discount determination of 90% and also
provides free/reduced price lunch information (NSLP) that
pulls in data

16 January 2012
Donawa Email to Le

Ms. Donawa requests forwarding the lunch claim forms
and free/reduced price lunch meal eligibility counts to the
state E-rate coordinator for validation.

16 January 2012
Donawa Email to Le

Request for additional information for discount eligibility

16 January 2012
Donawa Email
Attachment to Le

Ms. Donawa sends request for discount eligibility
determination. with a deadline of January 31. 2012

19 January 2012
Donawa Email to L.e

20% funding determination letter is attached.

19 January 2012
Donawa Email
Attachment to l.e

Ms. Donawa sends a 20% discount eligibility
determination letter. three days after giving a deadline of
January 31, 2012 to provide additional documentation.
The attached letter provides an opportunity to submit
additional supporting documentation to show the school is
a 90% discount eligible school

20 January 2012 Le
Email to Donawa

NYCMCS emails Ms. Donawa that challenges 20%
determination and provides additional documentation and
support stating that state documentation will never be
available for a NYC based charter school using NYCDOEL
food services. The letter also illustrates that for a charter
school that would open its doors in Fall 2011, using data
from existing sources of its planned district of location is
permissible to calculate the free/reduced price lunch
population. Sce USAC’s website that describes this
alternative: hitp.//usac.org/sl/applicants/stepOS/alternativ e-
discount-mechanisms.asps. In this vein, the school relied
on a spreadsheet generated by the NYC Department of
Iducation that tallied the acrual number of students from
each school within Community School District 7 and
included the tree/reduced lunch status as determined by the
national free/reduced price lunch application used by all
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New York City public schools.

The same email requests the NYS E-rate Coordinator to
validate the discount percentage.

L |23 January 2012 Le NYCMCS emails Ms. Donawa requesting conversation via
Email to Donawa phone to discuss discount eligibility determination
M | 23 January 2012 Ms. Donawa ematls NYCMCS stating that with the
Donawa Email to Le January 19" letter, there is no deadline to provide the
validation of the school’s documents.
N | 23 January 2012 Le NYCMCS informs Ms. Donawa that the state E-rate
Email to Donawa coordinator has been informed and requests guidance on
additional documentation necessary 10 establish 90%
discount eligibility.
O | 23 January 2012 lL.e NYCMCS requests validation a second time from the state
Email to Himsworth E-rate coordinator
P | 24 January 2012 Iess than 24 hours after emailing Ms. Donawa that the
Donawa Email to L.e state E-rate coordinator has been requested to validate the
information, Ms. Donawa emails to inform that she has not
received any response. She also does not provide any
additional guidance for the additional documentation.
Q | 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides meal claim form documentation
Email to Donawa
R | 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides additional meal claim forms that the
Email Attachment to school submits to the city agency that handles free/reduced
Donawa price lunch reimbursement. It is the only mechanism that
the school can use to request reimbursement for students
qualifying for free/reduced price lunch under the NSLP.
S | 24 January 2012 Ms. Donawa states the documentation is not acceptable.
Donawa Email to Le with no guidelines.
T | 24 January 2012 Le NYCMCS informs Ms. Donawa again that the school has
Email to Donawa been reaching out to Mr. Himsworth to secure validation of
its documentation. The school also provides an
explanation as to how the meal claim form fits the
requirements stated under Option 1 and Option 2 from the
original PIA request in Exhibit B.
U | 24 January 2012 Ms. Donawa states the documentation was rejected because
Donawa Email to Le it was not from the New York State Department of
Education. This documentation is the only means of
reimbursement claim available to the school, given that it is
based in New York City and uses New York City
Department of Education food service.
V | 28 January 2012 Le NYCMCS provides the LEA code that Ms. Donawa
Email to Donawa requests in Exhibit U.
W | 28 January 2012 Le NYCMCS sends a third email requesting validation of its
Email to Himsworth meal forms and poverty data.
X |29 January 2012 The State E-rate Coordinator validates the data before the

Himsworth Ematl to
Donawa

January 31, 2012 deadline, and states that as noted in all
communications, that NYCMCS is a school operating
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under the NYC Chancellor’s Office. aka as the New York
City Department of Education.

29 January 2012
Donawa Email to L.e

Ms. Donawa informs NYCMCS that the application was
already put in the wave, presumably at 20%

29 January 2012 L.¢
Email to Donawa

NYCMCS emails Donawa seeking clarification of the
deadlines that she had set, and requesting that the
application be pulled.

31 January 2012
USAC FCDL

Deadline that Ms. Donawa provided to receive either
validation or documentation of the school’s discount
eligibility. Instead, this date is the issue date for the FCDI.
approving Priority 1 services at 20%.
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FCC Mail Room

T niver<al Service Administrative Company

Jeh ool Db e T oy

Administrator’s Decision on Appeai - Funding Year 2011-2012

May 2302012

Ging Sard:

New York Citv Moertessor: Charter Sehaol
416 Wiilis Avenue

New York, NY L0234

Rer Applicant Nam: NEW YORK CTTY MONITESSOR!
CHARTER SCHOOT
Billed Lntty Number: Te061733
Form 471 Application Number: 816763
Fuandimg Reguest Numbertsi: 2220999, 2220200 2221036, 22011 TS
Your Correspondence Dated: March 30, 2012

Atter thorough revicw ard invesuganon o all relevant tacts, the Schoods and Librancs
Division (SED ol tine Universal Service ~\dm nestrative Company (U SACH has made -
dectston in rogurd e veur appeal of USACS Funding Year 2071 Funding Commionen:
Decision Letwer tor the Appheation \Iumhﬂ mdmaud above 1his wetter explains e
=asis o USACs aeeision. The date o) this letier begins the off day time perad tor
appealing this decision o the Federal Communecations Commissiom  FOOL T vour

[ etter of Appear inciuced more than one Application Namber. picase note that o wil
receive o separate letter for each appiication.

anding Reguest Mambegis 222G099G IR 020 Z2210Re 2207
L)e:;smn on Anpeal. Approved
~wrlanation

o NYour appea! has trougit orward porsuasise wnrormation that the tunding regles.s
wted above should hc appronved for tunding at the 0% discount rate.
Sipce the Adminstator's Docston ou Appead modittes fanding tor your appueation,
USNAC wailssue a Revesed F u’u:mo Commuzment Decision [etter iRFCDE r1e veuw and
weocach service provider that will provide the services approved Tor Siscounts o ths
leder. USAC will issue the RECDT 1o vou as soon as possible. T yvour appeal incsuded
frnternal Connecdons ai g discount fevel that has not vel peen approsed tor tunding. an
RECDT will be issued tor those tunding requests onee USAC deternunes 17 there wis be
suiicient tunds o make commitments at your discount level. The RECDTD will inform
vow of the precise dollar value of vour approved tunding requestts. As vou await the

16 Seuth erfomon Read 7o) BeeoS020 Wonppany, New arsen TTIRY
VoSt az onlinge at wwae usac ong/ey



provideri sy

I the enginal FCDL appreved funding m pant for the services covered by this appeal. e
20 day deadlime for filing Torms 486 15 determined based on the date o7 the vriging.

FODE thatapproved funding tor the requesttsy, Howeser. it the aniginal FODE Zemed
rending Dor the serviees covered by this appeds. [ orms 486 cannot be Cled until vou e
received vour RECDIL.

We thank you for sour continued suppor. patience and cocperation durng the oppeat

STOCESS.

Schools and Titrures Divicor
Lniversal Service Administrziive Company

Posout e teryan Rand, PO Boa 502, Whiopan: . New Jersen 07081
TSI Jy SRINC al Ay 4SSC oGS

RYCDIL vouwmay share thos Administuiors Decision on Appear wiin the relevan o 108
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Reczived & Inspected
FEB 112013
FCC Mail Room

Paul Le <erate apps@gmail com> Mey 30 20 - o o
o er Cuite

Re NYCMCS

Hi Tim,
Hope you and your son enjoyed graduation, | trust that this pivotal next step also means some positive emancipation for you as well!

| received your appeal approval letter in the mail today and | just had one quick question, given that the school's 120 day deadhine to file a Form
486 1s actually today, Wednesday, May 30 It's unclear whether the letter states that the deadline to file the Form 486 1s in fact today, or 120
days from an RFCDL On one hand, the original FCDL, which included all of the school's P1 requests, did approve funding, it did so at 20%,
which to me 1s a denial of funding for services at 30%.

Can you advise as to whether | should file the Form 486 today or wait for the RFCDL?
P

On May 9, 2012, at 9 04 AM, Curtin, Tim wrote

That's fine My number 1s 973 581 5038

Onginal Message
From Paul Le [mailto erate apps@gmail com|
Sent Wednesday May 09 2012 1 07 AM
To Curtin, Tim
Subject NYCMCS

Hr Tim

Hope all1s well | received your voicemails and returned it today

Would you have time sometime today to talk over the phone? I'm headed
to meetings from 10 30 until late afternoon but can try and touch base
after or at 10 am betore you head off on your days oft

Thanks
Paut

Contfidentiality Notice  The information in this e-mail and any attachments thereto 1s itended for the named recipient(s) only  ftis e mail
including any attachments may contam information that 1s privileged and confidential and subject to legal restiictions and penaities tegarding
its unauthonized disclosure or other use If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any disclosure copying distrbution
ot the taking of any action o1 inaction in reliance on the contents of thus e mail and any of its attachments 1s STRICTLY PROHIBITED 1f you
have received this e-mail in error please immediately notify the sender via return e-mail delete this e-mail and alf attachments from your e mast
system and your computer system and network and destroy any papet copies you may have i your possession Thank you for your
cooperation




